Full Name ____________________________

Southern Secession DBQ 

Historical Context: The Civil War was the bloodiest war in American history.  It was caused by the growing differences between the North and South. Southerners believed that the North was trying to destroy their way of life.  Many southern leaders felt that the south had no choice but to secede. 
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Task: Write an essay answering that very question using information from at least four of the following documents.  Remember to cite specific information from the documents and include a substantial amount outside information on the topic when writing your essay.
Document #1: Painting of a Southern Plantation

	1. Who did the majority of the work on the Southern Cotton Plantations?[image: image2.jpg]



2. Why were many northern abolitionists against how cotton was produced in the South?

Southern Cotton Plantation 1850s


Document #2: Protective Tariff
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1.  How were the economies of the North and South different?
2.  From the southern point of view why were protective tariffs bad?
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Document #3:  Uncle Tom’s Cabin

1. Did many people read Uncle Tom's Cabin? Explain your answer.

2.  What effect did Uncle Tom's Cabin have in the North? How did it make many Northerners feel about slavery?
Document #4: John Brown’s Execution
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1. Why is the lady allowing John Brown to kiss her baby?






2. How did the reactions like this to John Brown’s Raid scare 





many Southerners?
Document #5: “A Warning”
1. What does the southern politician fear the North will do once it has gained more power then the South?
Document #6: Republican Presidential Campaign Poster 1860


1. What issues did the Republican Party stand for?

Document #7: Election Map 1860

1. From which region did most of Lincoln's support come?
2. Using the map which section of the country had more representatives in Congress as of 1860?       (Electoral Votes = 2 Senators + Number of Congressmen)
	


John Brown








Why did the south secede?








As industry in the North expanded it looked towards southern markets, rich with cash from the profitable cotton business, to buy the North's manufactured goods. However, it was often cheaper for the South to purchase the goods from Europe. In order to "protect" the northern industries the government slapped a protective tariff on many of the imported European goods that could be manufactured in the North. It angered the Southern people to have to pay more for the goods they wanted from Europe. The Southern people were forced to pay more because of the efforts of Northern businessmen. Though most of tariff laws had been changed by the time of the Civil War, the Southern people still remembered how badly the North had treated them.








[The Northerners] hate us now, and they teach their children in their schools and churches to hate our children…. The John Brown raid, the burning of Texas, the stealthy tread of abolitionist among us, tell the tale…. The North is accumulating power and its means to use that power to emancipate your slaves.  When that is done, no pen can describe…the…horrors that will overspread this country….Seceding is a fearful thing, but emancipation is much worse.  Better to leave the Union now, than be burned from it at midnight by the [arsonist’s] torch.





Albert Gallatin Brown – Southern Politician





Definitions


Stealthy – Quiet, Sneak, Hidden


Emancipate – Free


Accumulating – Gathering


Arsonist- Criminal who starts fires
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